should engage directly with that essay -the primary purpose of the present article is not to summarise and explicate what readers can easily nd on their own in Kautsky's discussion. Hacker termed 'the triumph of American capitalism', and we will want to explore ways in which this recurring and self-renewing triumph has impacted on various analysts.
1 Actually, there are two counterposed strains of 'simplicity', and both operate from an assumption of inevitability (elements of each can be teased out of the early Sombart): the inevitability of capitalist durability versus the inevitability of socialist revolution in the United States.
We will see that, within the Marxist tradition (and within Kautsky himself), there was a tension between an activist and a fatalist dynamic, the former lending itself to greater sensitivity of complexities and openness to possibilities, the latter closing off possibilities and reducing reality to much more simple propositions (in a manner consistent with either a dogmatic optimism or pessimism).
Actually, within Marx himself (and, to a somewhat lesser extent, in his cothinker Engels and his talented daughter Eleanor) we nd a methodological approach that facilitates greater openness to complex and contradictory realities -with the result that we nd fresh observations and ashes of insight regarding realities in the United States.
Such qualities were less apt to come into play as Marx's thought became congealed into a simpler theoretical orthodoxy providing an ideological orientation for a mass movement in the international working class in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Essential elements of 'open Marxism' tended to endure particularly among some of the more revolutionary theorists of international socialism. Kautsky himself, as he tilted toward the revolutionary dynamic in Marxism, was able to contribute useful elements (although not a rounded and fully coherent analysis) that remain useful today in studying the history and complexities of the US working class, and were not surpassed -or even approached -by US co-thinkers employing the more standard (and fatalistic) version of 'scienti c socialism'.
